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February 2010

1. Census in Schools

The Census in Schools Web site (http://www.census.gov/schools/) features lesson plans, maps, teaching guides, and other informational materials to help teachers and students learn about the importance of the Census.

Find easy-to-use, content rich, standards-based lesson plans and teaching kits. Access free products including a monthly newsletter, maps, and historical data, with a special section to help students in grades K-5 learn about the census.

2. Building America: Minnesota's Iron Range, U.S. Industrialization, and the Creation of World Power  The weeklong workshop is based on national history standards and the national social studies standards. In addition, the workshop will be organized around three central themes that align with those standards. These three themes are: 1) Natural History of the Landmark: Geography and Geology; 2) The Mines and their Contributions to American History; and 3) The People and the Mines.
Two one-week residential workshops will be conducted in northern Minnesota's Iron Range during the weeks of June 13-18 or August 1-6, 2010.
Classroom teachers and librarians in public, private, parochial, and charter schools, as well as home-schooling parents are eligible to participate. Other K-12 school personnel, including administrators, substitute teachers, and classroom paraprofessionals, are also eligible to participate, subject to available space.
There is no registration fee for NEH-funded Landmarks of American History and Culture summer programs.  More detailed information is available at http://minnesotahumanities.org/landmarkhome
3. NOMINATE A YOUNG HERO FOR A $2,500 BARRON PRIZE!  The Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes seeks nominations for its 2010 awards. The Barron Prize honors young people ages 8 to 18 who have made a significant positive difference to people and our planet. Each year, ten national winners each receive $2,500 to support their service work or higher education. Nomination deadline is April 30. For more information and to nominate, visit http://www.barronprize.org/
4. New Social Studies Resources have been recently added to IDEAL!
Over 55  K-12 lessons/resources are new to the Learning Resource Manager!
Included are:
Trade book lessons for grades K - 6
Social Studies content lessons for grades K - 7
Social Studies Integrated Reading lessons for grades K - 12
Social Studies Reading Passages for grades K - 8
Links to web lessons aligned to the Standard for high school
To access the new resources: Log into IDEAL https://www.ideal.azed.gov/, go to Curriculum Resources, then go to the Learning Resource Manager.
The easiest way to locate ADE-created materials is to Search by Lesson Plan (or Reading Passage), then your grade, subject - Social Studies, and click "Limit results to ADE approved".

5. Educator's Study Tour to Honduras through Heifer International  

Group size varies, great site visits to villages that had been Heifer animal recipients, long, intense days and nightly 'debriefs', ending with a trip to the ruins of Copan.
The Study Tour is funded by Heifer except for roundtrip airfare to Miami. Accommodations, food, International Flights and everything else.
Two sessions:  June 15 - 23  June 23 - July 1  Applications are online at  www.heifer.org/honduras2010  or try  http://www.heifer.org/site/c.edJRKQNiFiG/b.4860643/?msource=kwg529  Applications are due on March 15th. 

6. World Map Shower Curtain

You probably have discovered this educational resource already, but TARGET sells a large, vinyl "world map" shower curtains. 

http://www.target.com/gp/detail.html/175-7297199-0516324?ASIN=B001C4CK4C&AFID=Froogle&LNM=B001C4CK4C|Home_World_Map_Shower_Curtain&ci_src=14110944&ci_sku=B001C4CK4C&ref=tgt_adv_XSG10001
7. Education through Exploration

http://www.jason.org/public/whatis/start.aspx
8. Interesting thoughts on Snow Days!!

Snowmegeddon?

http://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/place_at_the_table/
9. NDGA Summer Activities

Geographically FIT (Forestry Institute for Teachers) – August 2-5, 2010 – 2 graduate credits

Enjoy the breath-taking beauty of western North Dakota and join us on this four-day learning experience sponsored by the ND Geographic Alliance and ND Forest Service that will take place in a classroom on wheels. The charter bus will travel to many sites, while you learn about the geography, geology and forestry of the region. The adventure begins in Belfield and includes a trip to the Ponderosa Pine Forest, the Logging Camp Ranch and north unit of Theodore Roosevelt National Park. US Forest Service staff, on site in the National Grasslands, will discuss management, energy and grazing issues. A trip through the Killdeer Mountains is included on our way to Dickinson where we will join the city forester for a “walk about” town to observe Community Forestry. 
To request a registration form or more information please contact the North Dakota Geographic Alliance, Minot, ND, at 858-3063 or 1-800-235-1948, or marilyn.weiser@minotstateu.edu (838-6835 or 721-6248).  You may also visit our website at http://www.ndgeographic.org.

North Dakota Geographic Alliance Summer Institute—June 7-11, 2010—3 credits
“Fur, Food, Fuel, Future...Economic Geography" Hop on Amtrak! Get in your car! Rush to Williston! Join K-12 teachers for a good look at what’s going on in the western region of our state!! We will explore geography, geology and history of fur trade that led to settlement, that gave way to advances in transportation, technology, and communications that brought us to where we are today…..Rockin’ on the Bakken!! In addition to two days in the oil fields, this POWER-packed adventure will take you on daily field trips to explore a national park, historic forts, oil work over rig, and much more. Williston State College, June 7-11. Three semester hours. To request a registration form or more information please contact the North Dakota Geographic Alliance, Minot, ND, at 858-3063 or 1-800-235-1948, or marilyn.weiser@minotstateu.edu (838-6835 or 721-6248).  You may also visit our website at http://www.ndgeographic.org.

10. Global Exploration for Educators Organization (GEEO) 

Organization that helps educators to travel abroad. GEEO hopes to make America more outward-looking by helping teachers travel and then giving them an effective way to share these experiences in their classrooms. 

GEEO is now taking reservations for summer travel programs to India, Panama, Peru, Tunisia, Southern Africa (South Africa, Mozambique, Botswana and Zimbabwe) and China. No deadline, first come first serve.

Educators can earn graduate school credit and professional development credit while seeing the world.  The trips are designed for teachers and include activities such as school visits and home-stays that give participants authentic exposure to local culture. The trips are deeply discounted so as to be affordable to teachers.  GEEO also helps teachers find funding to subsidize the cost of the trips.

Detailed information about each trip, including itineraries, costs, travel dates, and more can be found at www.geeo.org. GEEO can also be reached 7 days a week, toll free at 1-877-600-0105 between 9AM-10PM EST. To sign-up for GEEO's listserv, please send an email to listserv@geeo.org with the subject line "subscribe."

