Geography Awareness Week 

Event Ideas & Tips

I.
School-based Events

Organize a high-profile Assembly at your school:

· Include all grade levels (elem, middle, high)

· Invite the Governor, Mayor, local legislator, senior citizens, parents

Your role: 

Serve the crucial role as central coordinator, but let school representatives and students do the legwork (e.g. plan assembly, cook regionally themed cuisine, plan program, plan music, plan geography trivia, etc.)

Tap personal connections through the school and community

Contact the State Geographic Alliance and/or local ND Geographic Alliance Teacher Consultants for resources and/or activity models

II.
Media Outreach

1. Engage Local Newspapers
· Reach out to the Education/Local “beat” Reporters. At bigger newspapers, seek out the reporter who covers education, or your local/metro region

2. Be Heard on Local Radio

· Give you local radio station geography quiz questions for use during Geography Awareness Week (call or email Alliance office for list of questions if you do not design your own?

3. Get Kids Involved

· Let students read geography trivia during school announcements

· Have students find popular music that has a geography theme…names of places, for example

4. Hit the Theme 

· Tie all events and activities to the theme, “Get Lost in Mapping: Find Your Place in the World."
· Solicit local vendors for prizes (e.g. Pride of Dakota products)

MOST IMPORTANTLY

· Don’t be afraid to ask others for input, help, ideas, time, etc.

· Remember: Local reporters tend to love kids

· Involve kids whenever possible

· Go to http://www.mywonderfulworld.org/gaw.html
· Or http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geography-action/index.html
