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September 2009
Remember in Word documents links require you to press control (ctrl) and click on them.

1.                                           Start preparing now for 

Geography Awareness Week, November 15-21, 2009! 

                     Get Lost in Mapping: Find Your Place in the World
Go to Geography Awareness Week.organd 

--Get lost in maps: big & small, high-tech & low-tech! 

--Take the test: Is your school global? 

--Get wired: Help students see how mapping technologies are reshaping how we live and learn 

--Teach about the world in new ways: Explore standards-based lessons 

--Celebrate! Get tips and resources to host a GAWeek event, including FREE National Geographic downloads and materials 

Help give students powerful global knowledge! 

2. The NDGA Facebook group is a place where everyone interested in Geography in North Dakota can meet, share professional development opportunities, curriculum, photo’s and more!  Remember that setting up a Facebook account does not compromise your privacy, as YOU give folks only as much information as you want them to have about you.  It can be as personal or as private as you want it to be.  I encourage all of you to consider joining!  If you are having questions/problems/issues finding the page once you have signed up for Facebook, please contact Angie – Angela.Milakovic@bsc.nodak.edu for further instruction. Search for the NDGA page by typing in:  North Dakota Geographic Alliance in the SEARCH area in the upper right hand corner of the page.

 

3. The USGS and Science Education

http://education.usgs.gov/
The U.S. Geological Survey provides scientific information intended to help educate the public about natural resources, natural hazards, geospatial data, and issues that affect our quality of life. Discover selected online resources, including lessons, data, maps, and more, to support teaching, learning, education (K-12), and university-level inquiry and research.

4. Fun little game. Gets easier as you place a few states.  Just drag

the outline of the state to where you think it should be.  They will tell

you immediately if you’re right or wrong.  If you’re geographically

challenged you should get at least 3 ( WA, Alaska, Hawaii).  

 http://jimspages.com/States.htm
(thanks to Lance VanBerkom)

5. Ideas that are open for discussion: Please email me or post your thoughts on NDGA Facebook.
How we can publicize the web resources and share what teachers do use in their classrooms. I'm open for ideas.

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/education/
Here is a new NGS program. Do you think it looks like something that our Alliance members could participate in?

http://edcommunity.esri.com/geomentor/index.cfm
The NG Education Foundation is doing a major makeover of their web site. Here is that site. Should we be promoting it?

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/foundation/
6. Isn’t that spatial from Joseph Kerski at ESRI in Denver:
Free, blank outline maps.
http://go.hrw.com/atlas/norm_ht/world.htm
Other map resources:

http://maps.google.com/
http://maps.nationalgeographic.com/map-machine
http://www.geographynetwork.com
Exploring regions:

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions
Historical maps:
http://www.randmcnallyclassroom.com
http://www.davidrumsey.com
Aerial, Satellite, and Ground Imagery:

http://glcf.umiacs.umd.edu/index.shtml
http://visibleearth.nasa.gov
Virtual Globe:

http://www.esri.com/software/arcgis/explorer/index.html
http://earth.google.com
http://worldwind.arc.nasa.gov
7. The “ WHERE IN THE WORLD” of Current Events 

Internet Maps to the Rescue

Need a map of any of these places or topics to enhance your students’ mental maps? There’s a terrific internet resource available to you just the click of your mouse! Go to the Perry-Castaneda Library Map Collection housed at the University of Texas, at:

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/
The home page of this website starts off with a list of maps dealing the CURRENT events.  For example, Online Maps of Current Interest for September 5th are:

   Los Angeles Fire Map (Los Angeles Times)
Iran Maps
Korea Maps
Pakistan Conflict Map (BBC News)
U.S. Economy Maps
U.S. Drought Map (NDMC)
   H1N1 Influenza (Swine Flu) Maps
Continue exploring by clicking an ANY REGION of the word (listed alphabetically) an then click on any country within that region for a seemingly inexhaustible list of political, physical, topographical, historical, city, and thematic maps. Have fun exploring and leading your students towards a clearer understanding of current events.

