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2009 Summer Institute  

 
2009 ASGI Participants  

The North Dakota Geographic Alliance (NDGA) Summer 

Institute hosted a one week adventure June 8-12th for 28 

educators  around the theme of ñSmall Town: a Cultural 

Rendezvous.ò  

Daniel C. Edelson, Vice President, Education & Children's 

Programs and Executive Director, National Geographic 

Education Foundation, gave the keynote address, 
ñAdvancing Geographic Literacy: National and Local 

Perspectives,ò at the North Dakota State University 

Langdon Research Extension Center. Special guest, Speaker 

of the House, Dave Munson, was also present for the 

opening dayôs activities. Special guests also included a 

panel of Langdon area business men and women as well as 

a group of citizens with varied ethnic and cultural 

backgrounds. Scandinavian, German, Icelandic, French, and 

Native American cultures influenced our small town 

villages. The cultural rendezvous in Langdon reflected on 

how geography affects culture in rural ND and Southern 
Canada. A one-day field trip, 49th Parallel Rendezvous, 

included the Pembina Gorge and surrounding area. While 

expanding a network of colleagues who are valuable 

resources in the job of educating, participants also had an 

opportunity to observe and practice lesson plans that fit into 

their classrooms. ñSmall town NDò offered many 

opportunities to explore and appreciate more fully the 

unique character and qualities of the cultures present in a 

small town along an international border. It was discovered 

that culture doesn't end at a border.  

Summer Institute Task Force members were Karen Ring, 
Langdon; Debbie Dawley, Munich; Maxine Trotter, 

Dickinson; Cecelia Collins, Jamestown; Ila LaChapelle, 

Walhalla; Doug Munski, Grand Forks; Dr. David 

McDowell, Winnipeg; and Marilyn Weiser, Minot. 
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Coordinatorõs Corner  
By Marilyn Weiser, NDGA Coordinator 
 

Ray Davies is an English singer, songwriter and guitarist. He 

once said, ñPeople take pictures of the Summer, just in case 

someone thought they had missed it, and to prove that is 

really existed.ò 

This Fall Newsletter has pictures and articles of summer 

activities and programs we sponsored.  127 teachers from all 

over the state took part in geography/social studies 

professional development. The assessment and evaluation 

data provided us with a basis for planning as well as many 

reasons to reinforce and expand professional development. 
In February, 2009, the National Geographic Education 

Foundation (NGEF) informed Alliance Coordinators of the 

ñRe-Vision Planò.  There is a new direction for the Alliance 

Network. ñNGEF is charting a path toward large-scale 

educational reform.ò  NDGA will be strategically planning, 

evaluating where we have been and what we have to change 

to lay the groundwork for a scale-up in impact that will reach 

a sufficient number of ND teachers and students to have a 

meaningful effect on geographic literacy. National 

Geographic has established the ambitious goal of ensuring 

that 80% of all 18-year-olds in the United States are 

geographically literate by 2025. Commitment to strategic 
planning and efforts to reach long-term goals that include 

climate and capacity-building across the entire Alliance 

Network is expected to have a meaningful effect on 

geographic literacy nationwide. 

The NDGA Coordinator and two members will attend a 

regional leadership-training course in January. The NGEF is 
designing a Capacity-Building Curriculum (CBC) to support 

Alliance Coordinators and the Leadership Team. In 2010 a 

kick-off CBC Workshop will be held at four regional sites. 

As I reflected on the critical need for geographic literacy, 

some recent comments came to mind:  

¶ The reason geography is important is that it 

connects humans to the earth. 

¶ Geographic literacy is necessary in order to 

comprehend the playing field of life. 

¶ We toss away cornfields for a subdivision? 

¶ Foreign exchange students know more about 

geography than North Dakota students. 

 

As NDGA enters the Re-Visioning process, I hope every 

member of NDGA will take ownership in a piece of the 

greatest and most important reform to ever take place in the 
education history of this country. 
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The NDGA is a member of the National Geographic 

Education Foundation network of teachers committed to 

improving geographic education in the United States and 

North Dakota and is located on the campus of Minot State 

University. 

 
 
Speaker of the House, Dave Munson and NG Education 
Foundation director, Danny Edelson  
 

Comments from Alliance Summer 
Geography Institute participants:  
 

ñI had a wonderful time at the Alliance Summer Geography 

Institute in Langdon. I learned that geography is all around 

us and can be incorporated into all subject areas. I met a lot 
of wonderful people and received so many great ideas from 

various speakers to bring back to my classroom. I didn't 

realize I could grow my teaching style so much in five 

days.ò 

Gretchen MassetðWil -Moore Elementary, Bismarck 

 

 
Gretchen Masset, Connie Wyatt-Anderson, Sue Bata, Amy 

Dahmus, Becky Drege, Mary Dasovic 

 

ñThe NDGA conference in Langdon was absolutely 

phenomenal!  We listened to a variety of guest speakers on 

topics related to geography. Everything was interesting and 

useful for our classrooms. We explored Cavalier County as 

we went on fieldtrips to museums and old homesteads. We 

went to the Pembina Gorge and learned more about ND 

geography. We also got to go to the Wooly Girls sheep farm 

and a local butcher shop. The whole trip opened my eyes to 

small town culture and the history of the state in which I 

grew up.  There was so much to see and do; there was never 

a dull moment.  It felt like being on an educational vacation 

with 36 close friends.  I gained so many educational 

geography materials and tools to utilize every day.  I would 

definitely recommend any class from NDGA, and I know 

my husband and I will both be attending NDGA events in 
the future. Thank you again so much for the wonderful, 
life-changing experience!ò 
Carrie Arness, Minnewaukan Public School 

 
ñSince my week in Langdon, I have shared my experiences 

with so many people. We've talked about the Air Force 

Station, the wind farm, the martyrs' graves, and even the trip 

to the butcher shops.  The typical reaction has been, "Who 

knew that there was so much to see there?"   

Indeed, there was plenty to see and plenty to learn.  It was a 

wonderful week, and I look forward to future institutes! 

Thanks again for a fantastic week!ò 

Kari Brock, Sullivan Middle School, Fargo 

 

ñThe week in Langdon was activity packed and enjoyable. I 
met a lot of really great people. It made me realize how 

important it is that our students are aware of where they 

come from (cultures, customs, and backgrounds etc.) but 

also, how important it is that they are globally geo-literate, 

especially with our ever increasing technology. I had fun!ò 

Laurie Longtin, Walhalla 

 

ñHaving attended the Small Town Rendezvous Institute in 

Langdon, I just have to say that this five-day experience will 

turn out to be an invaluable resource which has yet to be 

realized, and will be drawn upon every day I continue my 

journey through life.  I entered the elementary education 
world already having a wealth of travel and cultural 

experiences behind me, which have impacted my delivery of 

Social Studies in the classroom.  In just five days in 

Langdon, I was challenged to rethink my perspective of 

geography as a subject and culture as an experience.  As the 

time-period element was correlated to location and traditions 

in ethnic studies, a light bulb went on as to how to approach 

the coverage of small town, cultural communities in North 

Dakota Studies.  The teaching models presented provided 

many springboards for illuminating these studies in a 

meaningful way to students.  Art projects that tie directly to 
culture, panel discussions involving members with various 

first-hand experiences, and field trips that cover geographic 

features and man's interaction with the land are just three 

examples of non-textbook, engaging educational 

opportunities.  I had not visited the northeast corner of North 

Dakota and now, when we cover this region; I will be able 

to draw on a five-day, whirlwind tour, which has not yet 

been digested completely.  The energy level and passion of 

presenters (including fellow attendees) was phenomenal and 

will be an inspiration for me for rest of my life.ò 

Timothy L. Capp, Max Public School 
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ASGI: Tim Capp, Tami Flink, Kathy Rueger 

 

People, Places and History Workshop  
The Teacher Resource Coalition consists of the ND Forest 

Service, State Historical Society, Council on the Arts, ND 

Geographic Alliance, US Park Service and NDGA.  The 

Coalition sponsored a workshop titled ñPeople, Places and 

Pre-Historyò on June 16-17 at the Chateau Interpretive 

Center, Medora, North Dakota, for 33 teachers.  

The workshop focused on the history of western North 

Dakota from approximately 80 million years ago to the 
present.  Participants investigated the remnants of the ocean 

that covered the territory from the fossil age on to the 

coming of the Euro-American population through 

homesteading and ranching. The Homestead Act of 1862 

opened up western North Dakota for farmers, ranchers and 

businessmen to come into an area where the native 

population had taken up residence over 14,000 years ago.  

The purpose of the workshop was to give educators the 

opportunity to learn how to address the land and cultural 

issues emerging from opening up the Badlands area to 

farmers and ranchers. The use of primary sources, field 

study outside of the classroom as well as classroom 
resources for studying North Dakota history was discussed. 

Inclement weather interfered with the participants being part 

of a fossil dig. A tour through the south unit of the Theodore 

Roosevelt National Park addressed conservation issues for 

flora and fauna. Also discussed were social, business and 

agrarian issues of the first comers and those of the present 

day inhabitants. NDGA member, Denise Faulkner presented 

ñCowboys of the Old West and Today.ò 

Throughout the two days, integration of history, science, 

politics, geography, art, and technology immersed the 

workshop participants in the character and charisma of the 
badlands area.  

 

Two N.D. Teachers Receive National  
Geography Award  
Minot State University Public Information Office  

Phil Murphy and Larry Lasch, two North Dakota educators, 

are among nine K-12 teachers who the National Council of 

Geography Educators will honor in San Juan, Puerto Rico, 

September 23-27.  

 

 

The K-12 Distinguished Teaching Award recognizes and 

supports excellence in geography teaching among the 

nationôs elementary, middle and high school teachers. The 

K-12 Distinguished Teaching Award recipients receive 
recognition within the geographic education community, a 

plaque at the national conference, as well as complimentary 

registration to the National Conference on Geography 

Education. 

Phil Murphy, a social studies teacher at May-Port CG High 

School, Mayville, was the recipient of the 2008 Warren 

Kress Award (North Dakota Outstanding Geography 

Teacher of the Year).  

Murphy is especially proud of one accomplishment in 

particular. In his school district, he noted the complete lack 

of any geography course on the high school level; 
geography was last offered in 7th grade. Initially, he took 

his concern to the principal and school board. It took about 

three years for his recommendation of an addition of a high 

school-level geography class to make it through the 

curriculum committee and, finally, receive approval by the 

school board.  

ñIt has become my style to infuse geography into every 

lesson. Students watch CNN Student News and their 

understanding of why and where global events take place is 

enhanced by using Google Earth nearly every day. I discuss, 

show and involve geographic perspectives with my students 

in World History and Economics classes,ò said Murphy, 
when asked about his efforts and classroom teaching 

methods. ñIt is nearly impossible to leave geography out, 

given the obvious importance and prevalence in our 

everyday lives that geography occupies. In geography class, 

I enjoy introducing cultures through food. We work in the 

Family and Consumer Science kitchens.ò 

Larry Lasch teaches social studies at Wahpeton High 

School. He is the advisor for Close Up and each year 

orchestrates a trip to Washington, D.C., for the seniors. He 

prepares students to experience hands-on training in 

leadership, functions of government and cultural diversity. 
Lasch works with his schoolôs English department to 

integrate reading and writing into the social studies and 

English curriculum. Research themes center around 

geography and utilize the format and grammatical structure 

taught within the English department.  

 ñDay-to-day use of geography goes much further than 

asking students to memorize countries and capital cities. I 

feel it is important for students to relate to the current affairs 

of the United States and how they impact the rest of the 

world. Equally important is exposure of students to the 

cultures and beliefs of our planet,ò Lasch said. ñThe globe is 

much more connected today. Our youth are impacted by 
events in places that prior generations knew only as obscure 

corners of the map or exotic getaways. In our modern age of 

24-hour news and global communication networks, our 

studentsô futures are just as dependent on geographic 

literacy as on learning algebra and English.ò   

Murphy and Lasch have presented at NDGAôs Summer 

Institutes. In early 2009, they testified before the ND State 

Legislature in a successful effort to establish a permanent 

endowment for geography education in the state. 
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GeoFIT Participants  

 
GeoFIT Workshop 
The North Dakota Forest Service and North Dakota 

Geographic Alliance partnered to deliver their second 

Geographically FIT (Forestry Institute for Teachers) in 2009.  

A new component to the workshop this year was the addition 
of the Great Plains Writing Project sponsored by MSU-

Humanities.  Participants not only learned how geology 

changed the geography of the state, which resulted in different 

kinds of forest resources and their locations, but they were 

also involved in journaling what they learned and experienced 

on the trip. 

The four-day traveling tour began at Valley City State 

University with an overview and the distribution of Project 

Learning Tree (PLT) curriculum, National Geographic teacher 

resources, and journal booklets.  After a brief stop at the 

Rosebud Visitor Center, which highlighted how early settlers 

could acquire land in North Dakota through homesteading, 
filing a tree claim or squatting, we headed down the Sheyenne 

River Valley Scenic Byway.  Our step-on tour guide, Mary 

Lee Nielson, pointed out many historically significant sites 

dotting the strikingly forested valley.  North Dakota is 

primarily a prairie state, but we have significant riparian 

forests found along our lakes, streams, and river valleys. 

The afternoon was spent with Dr. Joseph Zeleznik, NDSU 

Extension Forster, in the Sheyenne State Forest talking about 

forest ecology as the group hiked to see North Dakotaôs only 

waterfall!  Participants were treated to an evening barbeque at 

historic Fort Ransom next to North Dakotaôs only Yurt, which 
is a collapsible circular tent stretched over a wood frame, 

originally used by Central Asian nomadic people.  
 

 
 

Sally Brovold and Pat Rutschke at NDõs only waterfall 

 

The second day, we spent the morning at Little Yellowstone 

Park with Bill Sharff of the ND State Water Commission and 

Jim Collins, Jr. with the ND Department of Health ï Water 

Quality Division. At noon, the group loaded the bus and 

headed to the US Forest Service Sheyenne National 

Grasslands.  North Dakota is where the tall grass prairie meets 
the short grass prairie. Bryan Stotts, District Ranger, explained 

how the ñlineò dividing these two is constantly moving back 

and forth between east to west based on the amount of 

precipitation.  We walked through the prairie grass to some 

test plots showing various management techniques to restore 

the prairie.  Bryan explained the management objectives 

involved in eliminating trees from the landscape and why it 

was beneficial in preserving the native prairie landscape. 

Stotts served as our tour guide as we drove to a second stop on 

the grasslands, the unique Oak Savanna Campground near 

Hankinson! 
The third day began with the help of Steve Fischer, Resource 

Conservation and Development (RC&D) Coordinator, from 

Fargo, who has been active in riparian restoration efforts in 

the Red River Watershed.  Fischer stepped on the bus and 

took us to Drain 39 which wound through several agricultural 

fields that had been drained.   

Many management efforts have been done to restore the 

natural meanderings of the streams and to bring back tree and 

plant vegetation.  A variety of culverts and gates have been 

installed to regulate water discharge.  Fischer talked about the 

changes in wildlife habitat following the restoration efforts, 

along with mention of a variety of other projects and 
significant sites along the route to Fargo. Participants visited 

the Living Lab, which is owned by the City of Fargo and 

leased to a non-profit organization, River Keepers.   

We then drove to the Hjemkomst Center near Fargo where 

River Keepers docks their Ruby Riverboat.  At this stop, 

participants had a chance to ride the boat, have a birdôs-eye 

view of the riverbanks, and note the historic Norwegian boat 

and church which were constructed at the Center. 

Our next stop was Oak Grove Park in Fargo.  Michael Kangas, 

North Dakota Forest Service, shared the urgency of 

understanding the threat from an invasive pest called the 
emerald ash borer which is spreading across the United States. 

An invasion by this pest that eats all ash trees would be 

devastating to North Dakotaôs forestry resources since the 

majority of trees in our communities, windbreaks and native 

riparian forests are green ash. The other significant portion of 

our forestry resources are the American elm. Dutch elm 

disease has greatly reduced their numbers.  An aggressive 

campaign has begun in the Midwest to educate people about 

this threat and to promote mitigation efforts and the need to 

plant a variety of trees. 

The day concluded with a presentation by Jeff Haberman, 

Fargo Park Districtôs Forester.  He explained the duties and 
responsibilities the Park Board has in regard to planting, 

caring for and maintaining urban trees.  Urban forests are trees 

for people.  Urban forests are dynamic ecosystems that 

provide needed environmental services by cleaning air and 

water, helping to control stormwater, and conserving energy.  

They add form, structure, beauty and breathing room to 

communities, reduce noise, separate incompatible uses, 

provide places for recreation, leverage community 

revitalization, and add economic value.  
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On the last day, the bus took the teachers to the North Dakota 
State University (NDSU) Horticulture Research Farm near 

Absaraka, North Dakota, to see a variety of rare tree species 

and new tree introductions.  Dr. Dale Herman, NDSU woody 

plant researcher, conducted a walking tour of the tree and 

shrub selections and introductions, common and exotic 

species, and dwarf conifers, noting the Juneberry, grape, and 

vegetable research plots. 

The final stop of the workshop took us back to Valley City to 

visit Leggeôs Portable Milling operation.  Owner and operator 

Lewis Legge believes it is important that local woody 

resources be utilized instead of treating them as landfill 
material. Legge markets lumber from trees removed by city 

foresters to rural landowners thinning or removing a 

windbreak.  He makes planks, posts, truss rafters, paneling, 

horse trailer floors, as well as producing interesting cuts for 

woodworkers, carvers and artists to the fine furniture makers.  

Sawdust is used for horse arenas and dog beds, and small 

sticks are bundled for fire starting. 

The 2009 Geographically FIT workshop came to an end at the 

close-out session at Valley City State College, where it all 

began.   

We thank the individuals and organizations who supported this 
workshop by donating their time and resources to make it 

successful. We also extend a sincere THANK YOU  to the 

following who provided financial contributions:  

Cass County Soil Conservation District 

Dakota Society of American Foresters 

Foster County Soil Conservation District 

Lake Agassiz Resource Conservation and Development 

LaMoure County Soil Conservation District 

Minot State University - Humanities 

North Dakota Geographic Alliance 

North Dakota Forest Service ï Project Learning Tree 

US Forest Service ï Natural Resource Conservation 

Education  

A 2010 Geographically FIT workshop is planned for the same 

time next year. It will cover the ñWestò from the Killdeer 

Mountains to the pine forests of the Badlands.  Contact:  

Glenda.Fauske@ndsu.edu or 

Marilyn.Weiser@minotstateu.edu  

 

Europe:  Beyond Borders  
By Sherie Heine 

Sherie Heine is a sixth grade teacher at Glenburn Public 

School.  Being a life-long lover of geography and having 

grown up with National Geographic magazine in her home, 

Sherie was excited to have the opportunity to become a trained 

National Geographic Teacher Consultant.  Prior to year one of 

Beyond Borders, Sherie completed an application with a brief 

essay describing why the program interested her, how it could 
be incorporated in her classroom, and why she feels geography 

education is so important. 

Beyond Borders Year One was held in Washington, DC at 

National Geographic Headquarters with the other educators 

chosen from around the United States, one from Puerto Rico, 

and one from Canada.  The large group received instruction 

from two staff geographers. They were also divided into 

smaller groups for lesson practice and discussion.   

Year two, in Chicago, was spent discussing the lessons in the 

context of our classrooms, the pedagogy, and how to present 

the lessons as professional development. We spent a portion of 
our time in small and large groups reviewing the curriculum 

and associated pedagogy.  The curriculum as well as a number 

of related tools will be available later this fall (hopefully) on 

the "new" NGS website (which we also spent some time with). 

 Secondly, we spent time looking at what makes quality 

professional development in a variety of settings. This 

involved a great deal of brainstorming and planning how to 

make a content area specific topic applicable to all content 

areas and grade levels.  This was wonderful as this is the 

audience most of us will address to... we all know how 

difficult this can be.  The goal of our professional development 
is to assist teachers assist students in the goal of becoming 

geographically literate by 2025.  Finally, we spent time 

working on and planning various formats of professional 

development: 1 hour, 2 hours, half day, full day. We discussed 

the components we would try to use and have available for one 

another on our module. We learned the variety of specific 

skills and knowledge each of us could share with the rest of 

our group. 

 

 
 

Sherie Heine, Grade 6, Glenburn, ND 
 

How I Spent My Summer Vac ation  
By Julie Costello 

I remember many back-to-school writing assignments with this 

title. I would rack my brain trying to think of ways I could 

make my summer of swimming at Chihinkapa Park in 

Wahpeton sound like an adventure while picturing all the 

places a summer vacation could take place. 

This year my childhood dream for a summer of adventure was 

fulfilled. I look forward to sharing my stirring tales which 

included five weeks in China studying its ancient history. 

From Changôan to Xiôan: Ancient Capital to Modern 

Metropolis was the title of the National Endowment for the 
Humanities sponsored program in which I participated. This 

was the first time NEH has sponsored a study in Asia and it 

was amazing! Along with 24 other educators from around the 

United States, I traveled from Beijing to Xiôan which holds 

some of the most historically and culturally significant 

resources for understanding Chinese civilization. In the 

mornings we had Chinese language lessons and lectures from 

specialists in Chinese history featuring Dr. Annette Juliano, 

Rutgers University. In the afternoons we would travel to sites 

to see the artifacts which held the mystery of the history.  

The history study took us to places like Banpo Village where 

we saw the artifacts and dig site from a Neolithic Age 
civilization.  

mailto:Glenda.Fauske@ndsu.edu
mailto:Marilyn.Weiser@minotstateu.edu
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We visited many museums including the Forest of Steles 

which was like an ancient library featuring 1080 steles. 

Steles are engraved stone pillars. We explored ancient tombs 
and saw firsthand the terracotta warriors of the Qin Dynasty, 

walked spirit roads which had been traveled by royals, and 

visited an underground museum at Yangling Mausoleum 

Museum to see the excavation of a Han emperor and his 

empress.  

Xiôan was a great place to be centered as we were 

surrounded by the history we were studying. I think if I were 

to live in the area I would buy a shovel and start digging ï 

Iôm sure Iôd find something of interest! The China Institute, 

which put together this program, certainly dug up a myriad 

of interesting things for us to experience. We visited Yanôan 

which was the center for the Chinese revolution from 1937 to 
1948. Chinese communists celebrate Yan'an as the birthplace 

of the revolution.  

How did I spend my summer vacation? In the heat of China, 

I did dream of a swim at Chihinkapa Park Pool, but then I 

had tai chi with a Chinese master, language lessons with a 

Chinese teacher, climbed the Great Wall and explored in one 

of the four cradles of civilization. Yeah, short of missing my 

family it was a good summer. If youôd like to learn more 

about my summer visit: costelloinchina.blogspot.com. If 

youôd like to learn more about China, visit 

www.chinainstitute.org; any questions? Please feel free to  
e-mail me at costelj@fargo.k12.nd.us 

 

Editorôs note: Julie is a long time NDGA member and 

presenter, with service on the Board of Directors. She 

teaches Ancient History at Eielson Middle School in Fargo. 

 

 
 

Julie Costello at the Great Wall of China 

 

Agriculture in the Classroom National 
Conference 2009  
By Lola Knutson, Central Elementary, Wahpeton  

Educators, Farm Bureau Leaders, and others gathered 

together on the banks of the Mississippi River at St. Louis, 

Missouri, from June 24-27, 2009 for the 2009 National 

Agriculture in the Classroom Conference.  The conference 

was co-hosted by the Illinois and Missouri Ag in the 

Classroom leaders. The theme for this yearôs conference was, 

ñMeet Me in St. Louisé.Gateway to Agricultureò.  St. Louis 
is known as the Gateway City because of the Arch, but St. 

Louis is also home to many of the top agri-businesses in the 

nation.  Producers in the Midwest also offer a largely diverse 

set of agriculture products, from corn to soybeans and to 

pumpkins to horseradish. For those who are unaware of the 

Ag in the Classroom program, it is a grassroots initiative 

coordinated by the US Department of Agriculture. Its goal is 

to help students gain a greater awareness of the role of 

agriculture in the economy and society so they may become 

citizens who support wise agricultural policies.   

I was one of 17 educators from nearly 600 attendees from 
across the nation recognized at the St. Louis Conference this 

year in the ñSpotlight on Star Teachersò. It was my privilege 

to attend this yearôs conference as a guest.  I am a veteran 

teacher of 24 years; the majority was in a 5th grade 

classroom, with the past 3 years as a Title I Reading Teacher 

for grades 3, 4, and 5.  I am constantly searching for ways to 

integrate content area subjects: geography, science, and 

social studies, with the teaching of reading to struggling 

readers.  As the daughter of a farmer, I have always had a 

love for the land and a love for the state of North Dakota.  

Being recognized as doing something outstanding related to 

my two loves was a bonus. I was teaching what comes 
naturally to me. I was treated to a pre-conference tour of St. 

Charles, Missouri, where Lewis and Clark set out on their 

famous trek across the Louisiana Purchase.  It was interesting 

to me to see the beginning of the trail that led them to 

Bismarck-Mandan and onward to the Pacific and back.  The 

conference included traveling workshops, where the 600 

attendees were bused to 8 different ag related sites, with 3-4 

stops during each bus trip.  Can you imagine having to 

schedule field trips of this magnitude?  I was one of the 

fortunate ones who spent time on a barge ship and learned 

about the transportation of agriculture, both up and down the 
Mississippi River.  My bus also spent part of the afternoon at 

the premier Monsanto Chesterfield Village Research Center 

learning about new technologies in the bio-tech crop science 

area.  Attendees were treated to a night at Grantôs Farm and a 

visit with the Anheuser-Busch Clydesdales, polka, beer, and 

brats.  The conference planners made certain we saw and 

experienced many different areas of ag related businesses 

and farms, as well as the sights and sounds of St. Louis.  I 

was lucky to attend a Friday night Minnesota Twins-St. 

Louis Cardinal baseball game with 8 others from North 

Dakota.   

A highlight of the conference for me was interaction with 
educators from across the nation.  It was common to see 

educators from opposite ends of the nation sharing and 

trading teaching strategies on integrating curriculum. I found 

http://www.chinainstitute.org/
mailto:costelj@fargo.k12.nd.us
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myself sharing and visiting with a Reading Teacher from 

New Mexico and attending a smart board technology 

presentation by a teacher from the Carolinas.  The 

sectionals and make-and-takes were terrific; in fact I can 

easily say it was the best conference I have attended as far 
as teachers sharing with one another. Please check out the 

following websites for more information on this terrific 

learning opportunity. I recommend this conference to 

everyone! Next yearôs conference is in Baltimore, 

Maryland.  

Many of the lesson plans and make-and-take ideas can be 

found on one of the following websites: 

www.agintheclassroom.com, 

www.agintheclassroom.org/060605/Conf_training/Nation

alAITCConference2009.htm  

 

 
 

Cheryl Bombenger, Holy Spirit Elementary, Fargo;  
Lola Knutson, Wahpeton; Gail Bokko, ND Farm Bureau 

 

Geography Awareness: Help 
Students See the World in New 
Ways 
Geography is a critical component of 21st century 
education. National Geographic is working to raise 

awareness so all students have opportunities to know and 

understand their planet. Each year the Geography Action! 

program offers tools and resources for educators to bring 

geography to life through school and community events. 

You can participate and raise awareness by using these 

materials for a school or community event throughout the 

year, or during Geography Awareness Week, November 

15-21, 2009. 
To sign up for Geography Awareness Week updates and 

find more online activities for exploring cultures, physical 
geography, geospatial technologies, global hot spots, and 

geographic careers, visit 

http://www.mywonderfulworld.org/gaw.html. 

Go to http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geography-

action/index.html for live links to Toolkit/Teacherôs 

Guide. 

The newest toolkit, Geography Action! Mapping Europe, 

is now available as a free download for use in classroom 

activities, awareness events, and after-school programs. 

Find plans for building a huge wall or floor map of 

Europe, as well as in-depth activities for grades K-12.  

 

Download the toolkit, tile map and Europe support 

materials by clicking on each of the links. 

For primary-age students; find activities and lessons for a 

hands-on introduction to map features, symbols, and 

communication about places and spaces. Students 4th 
grade and older can map and analyze Europe-focused data 

sets that give insight into patterns of animal species, 

tourism, or energy and environmental concepts across the 

continent. Help students explore layering of data from 

local to global scales to better understand aspects of our 

planet.  

How will you plan for Geography Awareness Week? 

 

 

Girl Scouts & Geography    
By Amy Dahmus 

Yes! Girl Scouts and geography do go hand in hand. Girl 

Scouts will embark on a journey in geography! This fall, 

November 14th to be exact, girl scouts in Bismarck and 

the surrounding communities will have a chance to earn 

two badges as they explore their interests in geography. 
They will have a chance to find out about homes around 

our world, navigate around the BSC campus using a GPS, 

find out how weather impacts the world, use their 

knowledge of going green, and expand recycling efforts 

around us and in their communities.  This awesome event 

will be the perfect kickoff for National Geographicôs 

Geography Awareness Week! It is the first geography day 

that has been planned with Dakota Horizons Girl Scout 

Council and NDGA. We hope this event will inspire 

young girls to think globally and provide a springboard of 

interests that will impact their future.   

 

Ag in the Classroom Workshop  
Ag in the Classroom was sponsored by the North Dakota 

Geographic Alliance (NDGA), ND Department of 

Agriculture, and the National Geographic Education 

Foundation on July 15 and 16. Workshop leaders were 

Lance VanBerkom and Jeff Beck, Minot High School 

instructors. 

This Ag Tour, attended by 29 educators, featured North 

Central North Dakota production, processing, and 
marketing of agriculture products. Participants spent two 

days visiting facilities related to agriculture. They heard 

from experts about the process of putting our food on the 

table and about agriculture technology. Participants used 

travel time to share ideas about how they can better 

acquaint students in their classrooms with Minot area 

agricultural industries and issues. 

Teachers, riding a chartered bus, began the tour at a major 

Minot area agriculture processing plant followed by a 

discussion with plant managers and employees about 

agriculture issues affecting plant operation. A tour of area 

farms and fields gave teachers the opportunity to see 
firsthand the practices of certified seeds and crop 

insurance adjusting. Many of the issues affecting grain 

producers were discussed. The participants also had the 

opportunity to view first-hand how modern technology is 

helping revolutionize the farming industry. 
 

 

http://www.agintheclassroom.com/
http://www.agintheclassroom.org/060605/Conf_training/NationalAITCConference2009.htm
http://www.agintheclassroom.org/060605/Conf_training/NationalAITCConference2009.htm
http://www.mywonderfulworld.org/gaw.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geography-action/index.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geography-action/index.html

