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Ray Davieds an English singer, songwriter and guitarist.
once said, fAPeople take pi
someone thought they had missed it, and to prove that is
really existed. o

This Fall Newsletter has pictures and articleswohmer
adivities and programs we sponsored. 127 teachers from
over the state took part in geography/social studies
professional development. The assessment and evaluatic
data provided us with a basis for planning as well as man
reasons to reinforce and exypbprofessional development.
In February, 2009, the National Geographic Education
Foundation (NGEF) informed Alliance Coordinators of the

ifRE¢i si on Pl ano. There is
Net wor k. ANGEF i s chszgalet i ng
eduat i onal reform. o NDGA v

evaluating where we have been and what we have to cha
to lay the groundwork for a scalg in impact that will reach
a sufficient number of ND teachers and students to have |
meaningful effect on geyraphic literacy. National
Geographic has established the ambitious goal of ensurin
that 80% of all 18/earolds in the United States are
geographically literate by 2025. Commitment to strategic
planning and efforts to reach lotgrm goals that include
climate and capacibuilding across the entire Alliance
Network is expected to have a meaningful effect on
geographic literacy nationwide.
The NDGA Coordinator and two members will attend a
regional leadershifraining course in January. The NGEF i
desigiing a CapacitBuilding Curriculum (CBC) to support
Alliance Coordinators and the Leadership Team. In 2010
kick-off CBC Workshop will be held at four regional sites.
As | reflected on the critical need for geographic literacy,
some recent comments catoemind:

1 The reason geography is important is that it

connects humans to the earth.

1 Geographic literacy is necessary in order to
comprehend the playing field of life.
Wetoss away corfields for a subdivision?
Foreign exchange students know more about
geography than North Dakota students.

f
f

As NDGA enters the R¥isioning process, | hope every
member of NDGA will take ownership in a piece of the
greatest and most important reform to ever take place in t
education history ofis country
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2009 Summer Institute

2009 ASGI Participants
The North Dakota Geographic Allian@dDGA) Summer
Institute hoste@ oneweek adventure Junel®th for 28
educatorsar ound t he t heme
Rendezvous. 0
Daniel C. Edelson, Vice Presdt, Education & Children's
Programs and Executive Director, National Geographic
Education Foundation, gave the keynote address,
fifAdvancing Geographic
Per s pect iNorthDakdta State Untiviersity
Langdon Research ExtensiCenter. Special guest, Speak
of the House, Dave Munson, was also present for the
openi ng da gpkdal gaests alse induded & .
panel of Lagdon area business men and women as well
a group of citizens with varied ethnic and cultural
backgounds.Scandinavian, German, Icelandic, French, a
Native American cultures influenced our small town
villages. The cultural rendezvous in Langdon reflected or
how geography affés culture in rural NCand Southern
Canada. A onelay field trip, 4%h Pardlel Rendezvous,
included the Pembina Gorge and surrounding area. Whil
expanding a network of colleagues who are valuable
resources in the job of educating, participants also had a
opportunity to observe and praditesson plans thét into
theirclas r oo ms . A S mafféred mang wn NI
opportunities to explore arappreciate more fully the
unigue character and qualities of the cultures present in
small townalong an international border. It was discovere
that wlture doesn't end at a border.
Summe Institute Task Force members were Karen Ring,
Langdon; Debbie Dawley, Munich; Maxine Trotter,
Dickinson; Cecelia Collins, Jamestown; lla LaChapelle,
Walhalla; Doug Munski, Grand Forks; Dr. David
McDowell, Winnipeg; and Marilyn Weiser, Minot.

of A

Lit




The NDGA is a member of the National Geographic
Education Foundation network of teachers committed to
improving geographic education in thkaited States and
North Dakota ands located on the capus of MinotState
University.

Speaker of the House, Dave Munson and NG Education
Foundation director, Danny Edelson

Comments from Alliance Summer
Geography Institute participants:

fil had a wonderful time at the Alliance Summer Geograp
Institute in Langdon. llearned that geography is all around
us and can be incorporated into all subject areas. | met a
of wonderful people and received so many great ideas fr
various speakers to bring back to my classroom. | didn't
realize | could grow mteaching style smuch in five

dayso

Gretchen Massét Wil-Moore Elementary, Bismarck

Gretchen Masset, Connie Wyatt-Anderson, Sue Bata, Amy
Dahmus, Becky Drege, Mary Dasovic

fiThe NDGA conference in Langdon was absolutely
phenomenal'We listened t@ variety of guest gakers on
topics related toepgraphy.Everything was interesting en
useful for our classroom§Ve explored Cavalier County as
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we went on fieldtrips to museums and old homesteads. V
went to the Pembina Gorge and learned natwait ND
geography. We alsgot to go to the Wooly Girls sheep farr
and a local butcher shop. The whole trip opened my eyes
small town culture and the history of the state in which |
grew up. There wasso much to see and do; there was ne»
a dull moment.It felt like being on a educational vacation
with 36 close friendsl gained so many educational
geography materials and tools to utilize every dawould
definitely recommend any class from NDGA, and | know
my husband and | will both battending NDGA events in
the future. Thank you again so much for tenderful,
life-changingexperienced

CarrieArness, Minnewaukan Public School

fiSince my week in Langdon, | have shared my experienc
with so many people. We've talked about the Air Force
Station, the wind farm, the margy graves, and even the tri
to the butcher shopshe typical reaction has been, "Who
knew that there was so much to see there?"

Indeed, there was plenty to see and plenty to lelinvas a
wonderful week, and | look forward to future institutes!
Thanks again for a fantastic weék!

Kari Brock, Sullivan Middle School, Fargo

fiThe week in Langdon was activity padkand enjoyable. |
met a lot ofreally great people. It made me realhow
important it is that oustudents are aware of where they
comefrom (cukures, customs, and backgrourets.) but
also, how important it is that they are globally giéerate,
especially withour ever increasing technologyhad funb
Laurie Longtin Walhalla

fiHaving attended the Small Town Rendezvous Institute il
Langdon, | just have to say that this fiday experience will
turn out to be an invaluable resource which has yet to be
realized, and will be drawn upon every day | continue my
journey through life.l entered the elementary education
world already having wealth of travel and cultural
experiences behind me, which have impacted my deliver
Social Studies in the classroorin just five days in
Langdon, | was challenged to rethink my perspective of
geography as a subject and culture as an experié&wsthe
time-period element was correlated to location and traditi
in ethnic studies, a light bulb went on as to how to approz
the coverage of small town, cultural communities in Nortt
Dakota StudiesThe teaching models presented provided
many springbards for illuminating these studies in a
meaningful way to student#rt projects that tie directly to
culture, panel discussions involving members with variou
first-hand experiences, and field trips that cover geograpl
features and man's interactioith the land are just three
examples of nonextbook, engaging educational
opportunities.| had not visited the northeast corner of Not
Dakota and now, when we cover this region; | will be able
to draw on a fiveday, whirlwind tour, which has not yet
beendigested completelyThe energy level and passion of
presenters (including fellow attendees) was phenomenal
will be an inspiration for me for rest of my lite.

Timothy L. Capp Max Public School




L
ASGI: Tim Capp, Tami Flink, Kathy Rueger

People, Places and History Workshop
The Teacher Resource Coalitioonsists of th&D Forest
Service, State Historical Society, Council on the Arts, ND
Geographic Alliance, US Park Service and NDGA. The
Coalitionsponsored a workshop titléddP e o p | e, P
PreHi s t amdugedl6l? at the Chateau Interpretive
Center, Medora, NortBakotg for 33 teachers

The workshogocused on the history of western North
Dakota from approximately 80 million years ago to the
present. Participants investigated the remnants of the oc
that covered the territpifrom the fossil age on the

coming of the EureAmerican population through
homesteading and ranching. The Homestead Act of 1862
opened up western North Dakota for farmers, ranchers a
businessmen to come into an area where the native
population had taken up residence over 14,000 yegrs a
The purpose of the workshop was to give educators the
opportunity to learn how to address the land and cultural
issues emerging from opening up the Badlands area to
farmers and ranchers. The use of primary sources, field
study outside of the classroom aslivas classroom
resources for studying North Dakota history wascussed
Inclement weather interfered with the participants being
of a fossil dig. A tour through the south unit of the Theod:
RooseveliNationalPark addressed conservation issoes f
flora and fauna. Also discussed weoeeial, business and
agrarian issues of the first comers and those of the prese
day inhabitants. NDGA member, Denise Faulkner preser
ACowlso of the Ol d West and
Throughout the two days, integration éétory, science,
politics, geography, art, and technology immersed the
workshop participants in the character and charisma of tt
badlands area.

Two N.D. Teachers Receive National
Geography Award

Minot State University Public Information Office

Phil Murphy and Larry Lasch, two North Dakota educator
are among nine K 2 teachers who the National Council of
Geography Educators will honor San Juan, Puerto Rico,
SeptembeR3-27.
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The K-12 Distinguished Teaching Award recognizes and
supports excellence in geography teaching among the
nationds el ementary, mi dd
K-12 Distinguished Teaching Award recipients receive
recognition within theeographic education community, a
plaque at the national conference, as well as compliment
registration to the National Conferenon Geography
Education.

Phil Murphy, a social studies teacher at Myt CG High
School, Mayville, was the recipient d¢fe¢ 2008 Warren
Kress Award (North Dakota Outstanding Geography
Teacher of the Year).

Murphy is especially proud of one accomplishment in
particular. In his school district, he noted the complete la
of any geography course on the high school level;
geogaphy was last offered in 7th grade. Initially, he took
his concern to the principal and school board. It took abo
three years for his recommendation of an addition of a hi
schootlevel geography class to make it through the
curriculum committee and,fally, receive approval by the
school board.

filt has become my style t
lesson. Students watch CNN Student News and their
understanding of why and where global events take plact
enhanced by using Google Earth nearly evesy teiscuss,
show and involve geographic perspectives with my stude

in World History and Econ
when asked about his efforts and classroom teaching
met hods. Alt is nearly im

given the obvious ifmortance and prevalence in our
everyday lives that geography occupies. In geography cl:
| enjoy introducing cultures through food. We work in the
Family and Consumer Sci en
Larry Lasch teaches social studies at Wahpeton High
School. He is th advisor for Close Up and each year
orchestrates a trip to Washington, D.C., for the seniors.
prepares students to experience hasrdgraining in
leadership, functions of government and cultural diversity
Lasch works with hienttescho
integrate reading and writing into the social studies and
English curriculum. Research themes center around
geography and utilize the format and grammatical structt
taught within the English department.

fi D aagrday use of geography goes mucttHer than
asking students to memorize countries and capital cities.
feel it is important for students to relate to the current affe
of the United States and how they impact the rest of the
world. Equally important is exposure of students to the
cutues and beliefs of our p
much more connected today. Our youth are impacted by
events in places that prior generations knew only as obsc
corners of the map or exotic getawaysolm modern age of
24-hour rews and globalammunication networksur

studentsd futures are jus
|l iteracy as on |l earning a
Mur phy and Lasch have pre

Institutes. In early 2009, thegdtified before the N3tate
Legislature in asuccessful effort to establishpermanent
endowment for geography education in the state.




GeoFIT Workshop

The North Dakota Forest Service and North Dakota
Geograhic Alliance partneretb deliver their second
Geographically FIT (Forestry Institute for Teachers) in 200!
A new component to the workshop this year was the additi
of the Great Plains Writing Project sponsored by MSU
Humanities. Participants not only learned how geology
changed the geography of the state, which resulted in diffe
kinds of forest resources and their locations, but they were
also involved in journ@hg what they learned and experience
on the trip.

The fourday traveling tour began at Valley City &ta
University with an overvievand the distribution dProject
Learning TregPLT) curriculum, National Geographic teach
resources, and journal booldetAfter a brief stop at the
Rosebud Visitor Center, which highlighted how early settle
could acquire land in North Dakota through homesteading,
filing a tree claim or squattg, weheaded down the Sheyenn
River Valley Scenic Byway. Our stem tour giide, Mary

Lee Nielson pointed out many historically significant sites
dotting the strikingly forested valley. North Dakota is
primarily a prairie state, but we have significant riparian
forests found along our lakes, streams, and river valleys.
Theafternoon was spent with Dr. Joseph Zeleznik, NDSU
Extension Forster, in the Sheyenne State Forest talking ab
forest ecology as the group hiked to see North Déksta o t
waterfall! Rarticipants were treated to an evening barbeque
historic Fort Ranem next t o North Da
is a collapsible circular tent stretched over a wood frame,
originally used by Central Asian nomadic people.

NDO s

Sally Brovold and Pat Rutschkea t only wa
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The second day, we spent the morning at Little Yellowston
Park with Bill Sharff of the ND State Wat@ommission and
Jim Collins, Jrwith the ND Department of Hdth i Water
Quality Division.At noon, the group loaded the bus and
headed to the US ForeService Sheyenne National
Grasslands. North Dakota is where the tall grass pragits
the short grass prairie. Bryan Stotts, District Rangpgolained
howt he Al ined dividing thes
and forth between east to west basedhenamount of
precipitation. We walked through the prairie grass to some
test plots showing various management techniques to rest
the prairie. Bryan explained timeanagement objectives
involvedin eliminating trees from the landscape and why it
was baeficial in preserving the native prairie landscape.
Stottsserved as our tour guide as we drove seeond stop on
the grasslands, the unique Oak Savanaa@round near
Hankinson!

The third day began with the help of Steve Fischer, Resoul
Conservatiorand Development (RC&D) Coordinatdrom
Fargo, who has beettive in riparian restoration efforts in
the Red River Watershed. Fischapgied on the bus and
took us to Drain 3%hich wound through several agricultura
fields that had been drained

Many management efforts have been done to restore the
natual meanderings of the streaarsd to bring back tree and
plant vegetation. A variety of culverts and gates have beer
installed to regulate water discharge. Fischer talked about
changes in wildfe habitat following the restoration efforts,
along with mention of a variety of other projects and
significant sites alog the route to Fargo. Participantsited
the Living Lab, which is owned by the City of Fargo and
leased to a noeprofit organizatio, River Keepers.

We thendrove to the Hjemkomst Center near Fargo where
River Keepers docks their Ruby Riverboat. At this stop,
participantshadachanteo r i de t he -byeat
view of the riverbanks, and natiee historicNorwegianboat
and churchwhich were constructed at the Center.

Our next stop wa®ak Grove Park in Fargo. Michael Kange
North Dakota Forest Servicghared the urgency of
understanding the threat from an invasivet pafied the
emerald ash borevhich is spreding acoss the United States
An invasion by this peghat eats all ash trees would be
devastating to Nort hsndetéé& ot
majority of trees in our communities, windbreaks and nativ
riparian forests are green a3ie other significantqrtion of
our forestry resarces are the American elutch elm
disease has greatly reduced their numbArsaggressive
campaigrhas begurn the Midwest to educate people about
this threat and to promote mitigation efforts and the need t(
plant a variety of trees.

The day concluded with a presentation by Jeff Haberman,
Fargo Park Districtds Fore
responsibities the Park Board has in regard to planting,
caring for and maintaining urban trees. Urban forests are t
for people. Urban forests are dynamic ecosystems that
provide needed environmental sees by cleaning air and
water,helping to conbl stomwater,and conserving energy.
They add form, structure, beautyclloreathing room to
communities, reduce noise, separate incompatible uses,
provide places forecreation, leverage community
revitalization,and add economic value.




On the last day, the buook the teachers to the North Dakot:
State University (NDSU) Horticulture Research Farm near
Absaraka, North Dakota, to see a variety of rare tree specie
and new tree introductions. Dr. Dale Herman, NDSU wood
plant researcher, conducted a walking toiuthe tree and
shrub selections and introductions, common and exotic
species, and dwarf conifers, notittge Juneberry, grape, and
vegetable research plots.
The final stop of the workshop took us back to Valley City t
Vi sit Leggeds rRtior. Ownbrlarel opdriatbr
Lewis Legge believes it is important that local woody
resources be utilized instead of tiegtthem as landfill
material.Legge markets lumber from trees removed by city
foresters to rural landowners thinning or removing a
windbreak. He makes planks, posts, truss rafters, paneling
horse trailer floors, as well as producing interesting cuts for
woodworkers, carvers and artists to the fine furniture make
Sawdust is used for horse arenas and dog beds, and small
sticks are budled for fire starting
The 2009 Geographically FIT workshop came to an end at
closeout session at Valley City State College, where it all
began.
We thankthe individuals and organizations wisopported this
workshop by donating their time and resms to make it
successfulWe also extend a sincefélANK YOU to the
following who provided financial contributions:
Cass County Soil Conservation District
Dakota Society of American Foresters
Foster County Soil Conservation District
Lake AgassizResoure Conservation and Development
LaMoure County Soil Conservation District
Minot State University - Humanities
North Dakota Geographic Alliance
North Dakota Forest Servicei Project Learning Tree
US Forest Servicd Natural Resource Conservation
Education
A 2010 Geogaphically FIT workshop iplanred for the same
time next year. ltvi | | cover the fAWes
Mountains to the pine forests thfe Badlands. Contact:
Glenda.Fauske@ndsu.edu
Marilyn.Weiser@minotstateu.edu

Europe: Beyond Borders

By Sherie Heine

Sherie Heine is a sixth grade teacher at Glenburn Public
School. Being a lifelong lover of geography and having
grown up with NationaGeographic magazine in her home,
Sherie was excited to have the opportunity to become a tra
National Geographic Teacher ConsultaRtior to year one of
Beyond Borders, Sherie completed an application with a br
essay describing why the program netgted her, how it could
be incorporated in her classroom, and why she feels geogr.
education is so important.

Beyond Borders Year One was held in Washington, DC at
National Geographic Headquarters with the other educator:
chosen from around the Unit&tlates, one from Puerto Rico,
and one from Canadd.he large group received instruction
from two staff geographer$hey werealso divided into
smaller groups for lesson practice and discussion.

Year wo, in Chicagowas spent discussing the lessonthim
context of our classrooms, thedagjogy, and how to present
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the lessonsas professional devglment. We spent portion of
our time in small and large groupeviewing the curriculum
andassociated pedagogyhe curriculum as well as a numbe
of relaed tools will be available later this fall (hopefully) on
the "new" NGS website (which we also spent some time wi
Secondly, we spetime looking at what makes quality
professional develapent in a variety of setting$his

involved a great deal of @instorming and planning how to
make a content area specific topic applicable to all content
areas and grade level$his was wonderful as this is the
audience most of us will address.. we all know how

difficult this can be.The goal ofour professinal development
is to assist teachers assist studentségoal of becoming
geographically literate by 2025=inally, we spentine

working on and planningarious formats of profsgonal
developmentl hout 2 hours, half day, full daye discussed
the components we would try to use and have available for
another on oumodule Welearned the variety of specific
skills and knowledge each of us could share with the rest o
our group.

Sherie Heine, Grade 6, Glenburn, ND

How | Spent My Summer Vac ation

By Julie Costello

I remember many baeo-school writing assignments with this
title. 1 would rack my brai trying to think of ways tould
make my summer of swimming at Chihinkapa Park in
Wahpeton sound like an adventurkile picturing all the
places a summer vacationuldtake place.

This year my childhood dream for a sumroeadventure was
fulfilled. | look forward to sharing my stirring tales which
included five weeks in China studying igcient history.
From Changdan t pital¥iMdodarn: An
Metropoliswas the title of the National Endowment for the
Humanities sponsored programwhich | participatedThis
was the first time NEH has sponsored a study in Asia and i
was amazing! Along with 24 other educators from around tt
United States, i r avel ed f r omhighdoaldsi n
some of the most historically and culturally significant
resources for understanding Chinese civilization. In the
mornings we had Chinese language lessons and lectures fi
specialists in Chinese sy featuring Dr. Annette Juliano
RutgersUniversity. In the afternoonse would travel to sites
to see the artifacts which held the mystery of the history.
The hitory study took us to places liBanpo Village where
we saw the artifacts and dig sftem a Neolithic Age
civilization.
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We visited many museums including the Forest of Steles
which was like an ancient library featuring 1080 steles
Stelesare engraved stone pillars. We explored ancient ton
and saw firsthand the terracotta warriors of@ie Dynasty,
walked spirit roads which had been traveleddyals and
visited an underground museum at Yangling Mausoleum
Museum to see the exation of a Han emperor and his
empress.

Xi 6an walace @ begentered as we were
surrounded byhehistory we were studying. | think if | were
to live in the area | would buy a shovel and start digging

I dm sure 1 6d find somethirt
which put together this pgram, certainly dug uprayriad

of interesting thingsforus o ex peri ence.
which was the center for the Chinese revolution from 193’
1948. Chinese communists celebrate Yan'an as the birthg
of the revolution.

How did | spend my summer vacation? In the heat of Chir
| did dream of a swim ahihinkapa Park Pool, but then |
had tai chi with a Chinese master, language lessons with
Chinese teaddr, climbed the Great Wall arplored in one
of the four cradles of civilization. Yeah, short of missing
family it was a ¢Heot@bharnmarenme
about my summer visitostelloinchina.blogspot.com. If
youb6bd | i ke to | earn more ¢
www.chinainstitute.organy questions? Please feel free to
e-mail me atcostelj@fargo.k12.nd.us

Editordéds note: Julie is a
presenter, with service on the Board of Directors. She
teaches Ancient History at Eielson Middle School in Fargc

Julie Costello at the Great Wall of China

Agriculture in the Classroom National
Conference 2009

By Lola Knutson, Central Elementary, Wahpeton

Educators, Farm Bureau Leaders, and others gathered
together on the banks of the MississiBpver at St. Louis,
Missouri,from June 247, 2009 foithe 2009 National
Agriculture in the Classroom Conference. The conferenct
was cehosted by the lllinois and Missouri Ag in the
Classroom leaders.h e t heme f or t Was,s
iMedeé in St. Louisé. Gat ewa
is known as the Gateway City because of the Arch, but St.
Louis is also home to many of the top aguisinesses in the
nation. Producers in the Midwest also offer a largely dive
set of agriculture products, from corn to soybesmdto
pumpkins to horseradiskor those who are unaware of the
Ag in the Classroom program, it is a grassroots initiative
coordinated by the US Department of Agriculture. Its goal
to help students gain a greater awareness of the role of
agricuture in the economy and society seytmay become
citizens whaosupport wise agricultural policies.

| was one of 17 educators from nearly 600 attenftees
across the natiorecognized at the St. Louis Conference th
year in the fSp o tltlwasgny privilege
to attend this yeardéds conf
teacher of 24 yearthe majority was ira 5" grade
classroom, with the past 3 yeasa Title | Reading Teachel
for grades 3, 4, and 5. | am constantly searching for way:
integrate content area subjeasography, science, and
social studieswith the teaching of reading struggling
readers. As the daughter of a farmer, | have always had i
love for the land and a love for théage of North Dakota.
Being recognizeas doing something outstding related to
my two loveswas a bonud wasteaching what comes
naturally to me. | was treated to afm@nference tour of St.
Charles, Missouri, where Lewis and Clark set out on their
famous trek across the Louisiana Purehals was interesting
to me to see the beginning of the trail that led them to
BismarckMandan and onward to the Pacific and back. T
conference included traveling workshops, where ttge 60
attendees were bused@dalifferent ag related sites, with43
stops during each bus trip. Can you imagine having to
schedule field trips of this agnitude?l was one of the
fortunate ones who spetine on a barge ship and leath
about the transportatiasf agriculture, both up and down the
Mississippi River. My hs also spent part of the afternoon
the premier Monsanto Chesterfield Village Research Cen
learning abut new technologies in the biech crop science
ar ea. Attendees were trec¢
visit with the AnheuseBusch Clydedales, polka, beer, and
brats. e conference planners made cenedérsawand
experiencd many different areas of ag related businesses
and farms, as well as the sights and sewfdt. Louis. |
was luckyto attend driday night Minnesota TwinSt.

Louis Cardinal baseball game with 8 others from North
Dakota.

A highlight d the conference for me was interaction with
educators fronacross the nation. It waemmon to see
educators from opposite ends of the nation sharing and
trading teaching strategs onintegratingcurriculum. | found



http://www.chinainstitute.org/
mailto:costelj@fargo.k12.nd.us

myself sharing andisiting with a Reading Teacher from
New Mexico and attending a smartalpd technology
presentation bg teacher from the Cdimmas. The
sectionals and makandtakes were terrific; in fact | can
easily say it was the best conference | have attendext a
as teachers sharing with oamother. Please check out ths
following websites for more information on this terrific
learning opportunityl recommend this conference to
everpnelNe x t vy e ancéis in Batiimdree
Maryland

Many of the lesson plans and makedtake ideas caneb
found on one of the following &bsites:
www.agintheclassroom.cgm
www.agintheclassroom.org/060605/Conf_training/Natic
alAITCConference2009.htm

Cheryl Bombenger, Holy Spirit Elementary, Fargo;
Lola Knutson, Wahpeton; Gail Bokko, ND Farm Bureau

Geography Awareness: Help

Students See the World in New

Ways

Geograpy is a critical componerdf 21stcentury
educationNational Geographic is working raise
awareness sall students have opportunities to know an
understand their planet. Each year @eography Action!
program offers tools and resources for educators to brir
geography to life through school and community event:
You can participate and raise awareness by using thes
materials for a dwol or community event throughout the
year, or duringseography Awareness Véek, November
15-21, 2009.

To sign up for Geography Awareness Week updates al
find more online activitiesdr exploring cultures, physical
geography, geospatial technologies, global hot spots, ¢
geographic careers, visit
http://www.mywonderfulworld.org/gaw.html

Go tohttp://www.nationalgeographic.com/geography
action/index.htmfor live links toToolkit/Te ac h er 6
Guide.

The newest toolkitGeography Action! Mapping Europe
is now available aafree downloador use inclassroom
activities, awareness events, and asghrool programs.
Find plans for buildinga huge wall or floor map of
Europe, asvell as indepth activities for grades-K2.

Download the toolkit, tile map and Europe support
materials ly clicking on each of the links.

For primary-age studentdind activities and lessons for a
handson introduction to map features, symbols, and
communication about places and spaces. Students 4th
grade and older can map and analyze Eufopesed data
sets that give insight into patterns of animal species,
tourism, or energy and environmental concepts across
continent. Help students explore layg of datafrom

local to global scale® better understand aspects of our
planet

How will you plan for Geography Awareness Week?

Girl Scouts & Geography

By Amy Dahmus

Yes! Girl Souts and geagphy do go hand in hand. Girl
Scouts willembark on gourney in geographyrhis fall,
November 1% to be exact, girl scouts in Bismarck and
the surrounding communities will have a chance to ear
two badgess they explor¢heir interests in geography.
They will have a chance to find out about homes aroun
our world, naigate around the BSC campus usi@PS
find out how weather impacts the world, use their
knowledge of going greeand expandecycling efforts
around us and in their communities. This awesome ev
will be the perfect kickoff for Nationabeographt 6 s
Geography Awareness Wedkis the first geography day
that has been planned with Dakota Horig@irl Scout
Council and NDGAWe hopethis event will inspire
young girls to think globally and provide a springboard
interests that will impct their future.

Ag in the Classroom Workshop

Ag in the Classroom was sponsored byNoeth Dakota
Geographic Alliance (NDGA ND Department of
Agriculture,and the National Geographic Education
Foundatioron July 15 and 16Workshop leaders were
Lana VanBerkom and Jeff Beck, Minot High School
instructors.

This Ag Tour, attended by 29 educators, featured Nortt
Central North Dakota productipprocessingand
marketingof agriculture products. Participants spent tw
days visiting facilities related tagriculture. They heard
from experts about the process of putting our food on tl
table and about agriculture technology. Participants us
travel time to share ideas about how they can better
acquaint students in their classrooms with Minot area
agricultual industries and issues.

Teachers, riding a chartered bus, began the tour ata n
Minot area agriculture processing plant followed by a
discussion with plant managers and employees about
agriculture issues affecting plant operation. A tour of ar
farms and fields gave teachers the opportunity to see
firsthand the practices of certified seeds and crop
insurance adjusting. Many of the issues affecting grain
producers were discussed. The participants also had tt
opportunity to view firsthand tow moderrtechnology is
helpingrevolutionize the farming industry.



http://www.agintheclassroom.com/
http://www.agintheclassroom.org/060605/Conf_training/NationalAITCConference2009.htm
http://www.agintheclassroom.org/060605/Conf_training/NationalAITCConference2009.htm
http://www.mywonderfulworld.org/gaw.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geography-action/index.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geography-action/index.html

